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5 PRODUCT DESIGN 
& LICENSING TIPS

Product design often is a next step 
in an interior designer’s career. 

We asked five designers for their 
top product design and licensing 
tips for newcomers to the field. 

One theme stood out: trust in your 
partners is key.

design notebook
B Y  A M Y  M C I N T O S H

“Know who you are going 
into business with! In as much 
as a licensing agreement is a 
business partnership, it also 
requires a base of trust and a 
strong, established relationship 
with your suppliers.” 

- LISA MCDENNON

Lisa McDennon Design, Laguna 
Beach, CA 
Nuance Home + Lifestyle Boutique
Lisa McDennon Collection for 
Hinkley

“Spend the time needed to understand who 
�Ì��Ã�Þ�Õ�>Ài�`iÃ�}���}�v�À�>�`�w�}ÕÀ��}��ÕÌ�
what it is you do that will make their daily 
lives better. When you have a good sense 
of that, you will be making helpful, relevant, 
smart products and consumers will gravitate 
to them. What we don’t need is more 
vÕÀ��ÌÕÀi�Ì�>Ì½Ã��>`i�Ì��w����Õ«�À���Ã�>�`�w����
Ã>�iÃ�y���ÀÃ°�,i>��Þ�`��Þ�ÕÀ����iÜ�À��w�ÀÃÌ°»
 - CHRISTINA ANSTEAD

Interior Designer
HGTV Host
Christina Home Designs for Spectra Home

“The key to a successful 
licensing partnership is all 
in the relationship with the 
vendor. Don’t just seek out 
a vendor because they’re a 
big name. Approach a vendor 
that you have a good working 
relationship and a high level 
of trust with. A licensing 
partnership is just that, a 
partnership, a collaboration. 
Don’t enter into one with a 
vendor that only has their 
interests in mind.” 

- AUSTIN HANDLER

Mabley Handler Interior Design, 
The Hamptons, NY
Mabley Handler for Kravet 
Furniture and Kravet Fabrics

“Understand that this is a major 
investment of your time. This is not 
a dial-in meeting handing off some 
ideas and then you miraculously have 
a collection. From the initial concepts 
of what your collection will bring to 
the marketplace to marketing, public 
relations, sales-related planning and 
ideally, in person events; understand 
that you need to dedicate a major 
part of your life to this launch to 
make it a success. Your name is on 
it and hopefully it will get global 
recognition, so it is important you 
are ‘all in,’ as they say!” 

- BETH WEBB

Beth Webb Interiors, Atlanta, GA
The Beth Webb Collection 
for Arteriors

“Your brand is your promise, 
so make sure to partner with 
companies that can help you 

deliver on that brand promise 
and not compromise it.” 

- STACY GARCIA

Stacy Garcia Inc.  
Life-Styled.net

Licenses with more than 20 
companies, including Klaussner 

Home Furnishings, IMAX 
Worldwide Home, Crypton 
Home, York Wallcoverings, 

Brintons Americas and TileBar
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D E S I G N E R  H O M E  C O L L E C T I O N S

STYLE BOARD

DESIGNED BY
DESIGNERS

Designer collections across the home 
can help bolster brand recognition and 

define design styles.

The Lulu and Georgia x Jenni Kayne collection is 
designed to bring a casual yet elevated feel to a home. 
Drawing on the coast of California, the fl atweave 
Bungalow area rug is as versatile as they come, made 
with a blend of wool and viscose. 
www.luluandgeorgia.com

The Georgia Pendant by Becki Owens 
for Hudson Valley Lighting evokes the 
comforts of home. Rattan lattice cane 

deftly woven in geometric boxy shapes 
conceals light sources in pieces sure to 

make any space feel warm. 
www.hvlgroup.com
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The Georgia Pendant by Becki Owens 
for Hudson Valley Lighting evokes the 
comforts of home. Rattan lattice cane 

deftly woven in geometric boxy shapes 
conceals light sources in pieces sure to 

make any space feel warm. 

Based on a classic alabaster Greco Roman 
shape, the Discus chandelier from the Beth 
Webb Collection for Arteriors is made of 
blackened iron. The light seems to fl oat 
in the silvered-interior bowl refl ecting and 
refracting the light gently towards the ceiling. 
www.arteriorshome.com

From HGTV designer Christina 
Anstead’s Christina Home 
Designs collection for Spectra 
Furniture, the Glendale chair 
is covered in Fuego Navy 
performance fabric. The 
30-piece easy-living collection 
is designed for busy families. 
www.spectrahomefurniture.com 



The expressive Unika collection designed by 
Nikki Chu for Jaipur Living offers a range of 
chic patterns and a luminous color palette. 

��Ã«�Ài`�LÞ���}����Ü�y�>ÌÜi>Ûi�V��ÃÌÀÕVÌ���Ã]�
the Tasma area rug boasts a textured and 

bold geometric motif in duo-toned blue on a 
white ground. www.jaipurliving.com

w w w . f u r n i t u r e l i g h t i n g d e c o r . |   2 5
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�>�À��i>ÃÕÀiÃ�Ç{�
inches wide by 20 inches deep by 36 inches high and has generous drawer space. 

It feels sleek and clean because of the simple metal frame and custom hardware. 
ÜÜÜ°v>�Àw�i�`V�>�À°V��

The On Deck Collection 
from Stacy Garcia Home for 
Klaussner Outdoor exudes 

polished minimalism with 
clean-lined silhouettes and a 
mix of materials. Combining 
µÕ>��ÌÞ]�ÃÌÞ�i]�V��v�ÀÌ�>�`�

Û>�Õi]�Ì��Ã�V���iVÌ������V�Õ`iÃ�
>�`>ÞLi`]�V�>�Ãi���Õ�}i]�

and square modular cocktail 
Ì>L�i]�>Ã�Üi���>Ã�>�Û>À�iÌÞ��v�

dining chairs and bar stools. 
www.klaussner.com

Designed by Larry Laslo for 

�>``�V�]�Ì�i� iÌÜ�À��Ã�v>���ÝiÃ�
��ÌÀ�V>Ìi]�`iÌ>��i`�>VVi�ÌÃ����i�`ii«�
LÕÌÌ���ÌÕvÌ��}]�i�i}>�Ì�>À��«�i>Ì��}�

and precisely mitered corners — 
elements the designer drew from 

lace in its most exaggerated form. 
Available in your choice of fabric or 

�i>Ì�iÀ�>�`�w���Ã�°�
www.chaddockhome.com

Part of the Lisa McDennon Collection 
v�À������iÞ]� ������Ã�>�ÃÌÕ`Þ����V��ÌÀ>ÃÌÃ\�
Ã��Õ�Ì>�i�ÕÃ�Þ�L��`�>�`�>�ÀÞ]������>��ÃÌ�
yet intricate. Its sleek wire design is woven 
into a striking multi-tier pendant that evenly 
radiates light throughout. The transitional 
silhouette is available in either Light Ashwood 
�À�	�>V��w���Ã���«Ì���Ã°�ÜÜÜ°�����iÞ°V��


